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Introduction

On 19 December 1994, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed 16 September as the world
ozone day commemorating the Vienna convention and Montreal protocol, to cut 99 percent of
ozone-depleting substance out of the atmosphere and make people aware of the depletion of the ozone
layer and finding possible ways to preserve it.

History Behind World Ozone Day

Scientists were researching in the late 1970s and found a developing hole in the atmospheric shield of
earth i.e ozone layer. It was due to the ozone-depleting gases mostly produced by aerosols and cooling
systems such as refrigerators, air conditioners, etc. penetrating ultraviolet rays through the depleted
ozone layer can cause skin cancer and cataracts, and damage plants, crops, and ecosystems. Then the
world comes together and In 1985, the world’s governments adopted the Vienna Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone Layer. Under the Convention’s Montreal Protocol, governments, scientists,
and industry worked together to protect the ozone layer by taking tangible actions for controlling the
substances that deplete the ozone layer. In support of the Protocol, the Kigali Amendment, which
came into force in 2019, will work towards reducing hydrofluorocarbon (HFCs), greenhouse gases with
powerful climate-warming potential, and damaging to the environment.

The Vienna Convention and the Montreal Protocol became the first treaties in the history of the
United Nations to achieve universal ratification on 16 September 2009.
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